WATERLEAT WALKS AND TALKS RISK ASSESSMENT


	GENERAL

LOCATION?

 EVENT? ACTIVITY?
	SIGNIFICANT HAZARDS


	CONTROL MEASURES


	ADDITIONAL  

CONTROL MEASURES


	OVERALL RESIDUAL RISK RATING

(Low/Med/High)

	General
	All Accidents/ Emergencies
	· All staff will be appropriately experienced to competently fulfil their leadership roles and responsibilities

· All leaders will be made aware of their roles and responsibilities prior to departure

· Leaders will have an appropriate level of first aid training and at least one leader will have a current first aid qualification

· The first aid kit will be easily accessed by all leaders

· Leaders will brief young people regarding hazards and involve them in the risk assessment and management process
	
	Low

	General
	Exposure to adverse effects of weather
	· Staff will ensure that young people are aware of clothing and equipment required
	
	Low



	General
	Pupil lost or separated from group 
	· Staffing ratios will be in line with LEA policy

· Staff will discuss itinerary and arrangements with young people
	
	Low



	General
	Animals, insects, poisonous plants etc

Injury or illness
	· Avoid known high risk situations

· Take necessary avoidance action if encountered 

· The first aid kit will be easily accessed by all leaders
	
	Low

	Activities near water 
	Falling into water
	· Activities involving water will be carefully pre-planned, and appropriate risk assessments and control measures put in place, including availability of life saving equipment and trained staff.
	
	Med

	General
	Misbehaviour  

accidents/injuries 


	· Staffing supervision is within LEA recommended ratios and will be sufficient to maintain good behaviour 
· Young people will be briefed regarding conduct/behaviour required 
	
	Low

	Special needs
	Injury or illness
	· The programme/itinerary will be arranged with due regard to the mobility and special needs of all members of the group


	
	Low

	General


	Inadequate planning, communication or supervision

injuries/illness
	Ensure that:

· the farm facilities provided match the recommendations given by the HSE (AIS 23 Advice to Farmers)

· staffing ratios are appropriate to the site and group

· young people stay in allocated groups during the visit

· group members wear appropriate clothing, including sturdy outdoor shoes or Wellington boots

· there are adequate, clean and well-maintained hand washing facilities on site 

· all group members listen carefully to and follow the instructions and information given by farm staff
	
	Low

	General
	Hazards on site including machinery and equipment, barbed wire, electric fences
	Leaders will brief group, and ensure that young people: 

· do not touch barbed wire or electric fences

· play only in designated areas and do not venture into areas marked as “staff only” or “private”


	
	Low

	Animals
	Animal attacks or bites
	Leaders will brief group, and ensure that young people:

· do not enter fields containing animals unless the farm personnel are supervising and give permission 

	
	Low

	All field studies beside water


	Slips, Falls, Jumps, Collisions


	The Group Leader will ensure that:

· the section of water used is suitable and presents no undue risks /monitor whole area used

· rocks are not unduly slippery

· there are clear boundaries which define an area that can be properly supervised and presents no unreasonable risk to the group
	
	Low



	Remote streams/ rivers 
	Falling in

hypothermia


	· spare clothes and towels are available in case someone falls in
· Life-saving pole is carried at all times by leaders


	
	Low

	Forebay tank
	Moving parts on the screener

Injury
	Leaders will brief group, and ensure that young people:

· Do not to touch the screener or surrounding framework
	
	Low

	Crossing the leat
	Narrow bridges over water

Falling in
	· Hand rails and / or parapets are provided on each bridge

· On wooden bridges, crossing should be done in single file
	
	Low

	Track to powerhouse and intake
	Steep uneven slope

Slipping and falling
	Leaders will brief group, and ensure that young people:

· Do not run or jump down the hill

· Do not push others

· Walk down the hill, staying behind the group leader
	
	Low

	Powerhouse


	Turbine and other machinery


	· A viewing gallery is installed to prevent visitors from going into the powerhouse

Leaders will brief group, and ensure that young people:

· Do not lean over the barrier or reach inside
	
	Low


IMPORTANT.  

The final “Risk Rating” column should be agreed by the Overall Visit Leader, and discussed with all other leaders, before giving signed approval.

The Risk Assessment should only be approved once all significant hazards have been identified, the control measures that will be implemented are agreed, AND the overall risk ratings are considered acceptable. 

This Risk Assessment is being used for a particular visit to: Waterleat Walks and Talks                                    

Date:

It has been accepted and approved by:-

Name:





Signature:









Date:

3


